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were maltreated, and not only weapons but anything else
of value was taken.

Soon a levy of hostages began, amongst whom were six
former ministers, several Bishops, and many leading busi-
ness men. "There is nothing to be obtained without
blood/' said Bela Vago, one of the chiefs of the Revolu-
tionary Tribunal " Without blood there is no terror, and
without terror there is no Dictatorship." Bela Kun was
of the same mind: " We must drown the counter-revolu-
tion in blood/3 he cried.

In May, 1919, the Army was " democratized?? (i.e., the
officers were cashiered or shot, and agents of Moscow put
in their place), while the teaching of patriotism was
abolished from the schools. Religion was derided. The
Press was not only free, but filthy: the following being
one of the milder specimens of punctuation-less "prole-
tarian poetry ":

" Europe fat slimy
Whore with whisky eyes
The sweat of perfume factories
Christ pants between your breasts
Sailors stroke your belly
Freedom Equality Motnerhood
A host of priests spring from your thighs
And crosses blossom in the shade of cows."

The technique of terror followed by the Hungarian
Soviet was similar to that of the Russian; on a smaller
scale, but of similar intensity. It would have done more
if it had had more time. Szamuelly, for instance, had
plans for the systematic extermination of recalcitrant
peasants, on the lines which Stalin afterwards followed;
and his instinct was not far wrong, for it was the passive
resistance of the peasants (passive, because they had no
weapons but pitchforks and fists), which was the real cause
of the breakdown of Hungarian Communism.